Greenway has smart trash cans

B The sun-powered cans
email the city when they are
ready to be emptied.

By AMANDA LEHMERT
amanda.lehmert@news-recard.com

GREENSBORO — The future is
here.

Robot trash cans have arrived.

More specifically; sun-pow-
ered, electronically communicat-
ing parbage compactors.

The new Downtown Greenway
got two BigBelly Solar trash cans
last spring. That means Greens-

boro was ahead of cities like Ra-
leigh and New York, which only
recently switched to the cans to
reduce litter, increase recycling
and save on waste-collection
COSTS.

Action Greensboro raised the
money to buy the cans, which are
the property of the city.

The BigBellies look like regu—
lar trash cans.

But they know when they're

The cans send trash collectors
an email notification that they are
ready to be emptied.

And the cans take longer to fill
up. Thanks to an internal com-
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pacting function, the cans hold
five times the amount of a regu-
lar trash container, according to
BigBeélly Solar.

Officials in Philadelphia said

' they have saved about $1 mil-

lion a year in manppwer and
other trash collection costs since
switching to the cans, according
to news reports. :

All that action is powered by
the sun, thanks to solar panels

See Trash, Page A6
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placed atop each container,

Action Greensboro,

which has spearheaded the

private fundraising for the
greenway, researched the
high-tech trash containers
last year.

They seemed like a good
match for the Morehead
Park section of the green-
way, which has solar-pow-
ered lights, said Dabney

Sanders, Downtown Green-

way project manager for
Action Greensboro.
"It just sort of fit in with

our interests in trying some

innovative technology,”
Sanders said.

The city staff contem-
plated using the BigBelly
cans in other parts of the
city but were dissuaded
by the high up-front costs:
$5,000 per can.

“In the meantime, we
thought, “‘What a great op-
portunity for us to actu-
ally showcase them on the
greenway,’ " Sanders said.

“The city would be re-
sponsible for the mainte-
nance and pickup, and it
would give them an oppor-

tunity to see how it works.”

Contact Amanda Lehmert
at 373-7075, or follow
(@alehmert an Twitter.

" Howit wntks
The solar panal extracts
- energy from the sun and
transfers the powertoa
: battery on the trash can.
This gives power to
- software that checks
fullness with aphaoto eye
and triggers compactions
automatically,
When full, external LED
indicators send
" information to
monitoring sites,
For units equipped with
wireless monitoring, the
* fullness and pickup
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status can be tracked
fromatemote
computer,

What it holds: Five
times the amount of
 trash as a regular trash
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Where are they; Near

the Spring Garden Street

and Lee Street exits of .
. the Downtown Greenway . -

. SnurEé_:BjQ_!iéIIy.com

LARCARLT RAVYER Umnir B Dnrnrd



